
Honored Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me convey my gratitude to the hosts of the conference, Mr. Ugo Poli, of the Central 

European Initiative and Mr. Gedeshi of Western Balkans Migration Network. 

Let me express as well the appreciation that we are in a conference, held in the proper time, 

dealing with an important issue. 

The vitalization of the ‘Western Balkans Migration Network, this event itself, is an 

expression of the need to confront one of the major challenges of the time. 

Our era, the era of reactive velocities, the era of the Internet, of real-time information and des-

information, the era of global warming and of the joint tumults has made our world smaller, has 

increased the communication, has approached the man to the man, increasing at the same time 

the levels of his freedom. 

 

Today, parallel with Albanian citizenship, Serbian or Croatian citizenship, or the desired 

European citizenship, in reality, we do have World citizenship as well. Lots of peoples feel 

themselves as citizen of the world. In today’s Europe, one in six citizens of Europe itself, is a 

displaced person, one of its six citizens, is someone who has built and builds his or her life in a 

different place from that of his predecessors. Millions of non-European individuals are heading 

Europe, either moving toward it or willing to cross its border through Turkey, Libya or 

elsewhere. 

 

In our Free Europe, the walls belong to the history and the borders are fading away. Despite 

separate attempts, No walls can be built in Europe, neither the borders can return back as before. 

 

Albania, outside its territory, as residents in other countries, has approximately a third of its 

population. In such numbers, Albania is a migratory country. If to this figure is added, the 

Diaspora, if to these numbers are added the numbers of those who do share Albanian blood but 

not anymore the Albanian citizenship the picture goes dipper. Taking account the domestic 

migration. The result is clear. Albania is a nation in move. It is not just us, lots of nations are in 

move. 

Last years besides the direction towards the exit, the inverse, the entrances are present and 

frequent. Thousands of foreigners, Turkish people, Italian, Greek, Chinese etc., found Albania as 

their new shelter, as a new employment and residence country. Close to our southern border, 

only in Idhomeni are 12,000 migrants, while at the rest of Greece are more than 50,000; others in 

millions are waiting further away, in Turkey or Libya. It is not unlikely that a part of them pass 

by or even stay in Albania. Albania is facing the phenomenon of migrants’ reception. 

 

Western Balkans is composed of countries which, because of their past and because of their bad 

infrastructure are still away of each other. It cannot last long. It is imperative to shorten the 



distance between us and the people of this region to draw closer to each other. The 

rapprochement among the countries of the Western Balkans will, from its side, produce other 

movements and other migration. More and more, in the same neighborhood, in the same 

building, an Albanian will be found next door to Serbian or Croatian or Montenegrin. 

 

Enlarging the benefits, derived from free movement, making use of the migration and avoiding at 

the same time its undesirable side effects, is our challenge. This challenge ought to be managed 

and directed as a resultant to the common direction. The migration is inevitable. We may 

maximize the benefits, its effects, and minimize its side effects as well, accepting each other 

properly. 

 

Accepting each other we can build an open society. In recognition and acceptance of each other 

we should create the society of all its members, for all its members. It is already proven that the 

failure of the society to transform an individual, from a migrant, to a citizen of the new country, 

may be associated with harmful consequences for the society itself, such as violent extremism, 

xenophobia, etc. 

 

Terrible acts show that in many cases, new European citizens, even of the second or third 

generation, persons born and grown in Europe are not merged in, are not merged in its values. 

Such individuals, kept aside or self-kept, are not only a burden; sometimes they present a 

potential danger, to the society.  

 

It is for this reason that even, in the United Nations Strategy against Terrorism, adopted 

unanimously by the General Assembly in Resolution 60/288, from the four main pillars, a special 

emphasis was placed on pillar (a) tackling conditions conducive to terrorism. The inability to 

build cohabitation is a premise. 

 

The cohabitation in some aspects shows itself in concentric circles. There is the need to cohabit 

with those closer to you, than there is the need to cohabit with those a bit further, and so on. 

Geographically speaking Western Balkan presents today an identification, Balkan another, a bit 

larger, Europe is a bigger circle including the previous ones. Western Balkans Network is a 

starting point. We do believe that the creation and revitalization of the Western Balkans 

Migration Network will bring a valuable contribution to addressing the challenge of 

migration in this beautiful part of the Europe. 

 

Thank you! 


